
Fossil hominins

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness”
Genesis 1:26





























Intraspecific Variability

- Dimorphism

- Adult/Juvenile

Morphometry/Cladistics: some limitations of 

the approach

- Range of variability in population

- Disease



























Mosaic forms: how did they form? 

3 hypotheses (Antón et al., 2014) 

1) morphological and developmental plasticity related to 

environmental conditions. (availability of food + low risk 

of mortality = extend growth + delayed puberty = larger 

body size + slower maturation)

2) vicariance (isolation -migration or geographical barriers-

leads to diversification) 

3) hybridization between different groups

“It is also conceivable that, rather than indicating a recent branching of H. 

naledi from an archaic human lineage, such derived similarities may have 

resulted from introgressive hybridization between H. naledi and other 

hominin lineages.” Hawks et al., 2017







Discussion

-Problematic aspects of evolutionary model:

a) Transition from australopithecines to Homo

b) Mosaic distribution of characters

-Problematic aspects for creationist model:

a) Stratigraphic order (modern combination only at top) 

b) Mosaic distribution of characters



Suggestions of a creationist model

- Australopithecines were not humans but a distinct group of 

apes

- After the flood, there existed humans with morphological 

characteristics different than ours (e.g., Neanderthals, Homo 

erectus).

Morphological variability was higher in the past and diminished 

with time

- Anatomically modern humans seem to disperse from the 

Middle East and rapidly colonize the rest of the world, 

replacing (or assimilating) other local types (Noah’s ark - tower 

of Babel dispersals?)




