


• Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, chapter 42—

God In Nature

Why Do We Have “Science Issues?”

“While it is true that in the beginning God could be 

discerned in nature, it does not follow that after the Fall a 

perfect knowledge of God was revealed in the natural 

world to Adam and his posterity.”

“Deprived of the heavenly light, they could no longer 

discern the character of God in the works of His hand.

And through man's disobedience a change was wrought in 

nature itself.” (the subject and the object)



“Apart from Christ we are still incapable of interpreting 

rightly the language of nature. The most difficult and 

humiliating lesson that man has to learn is his own 

inefficiency in depending upon human wisdom, and the 

sure failure of his efforts to read nature correctly.” 

“The greatest minds, if not guided by the word of God, 

become bewildered in their attempts to investigate the 

relations of science and revelation. The Creator and His 

works are beyond their comprehension; and because 

these cannot be explained by natural laws, Bible history is 

pronounced unreliable.”

Why Do We Have “Science Issues?”



“In true science there can be nothing contrary to 

the teaching of the word of God, for both have the 

same Author. A correct understanding of both will 

always prove them to be in harmony. Truth, 

whether in nature or in revelation, is harmonious 

with itself in all its manifestations. But the mind not 

enlightened by God's Spirit will ever be in 

darkness in regard to His power. This is why 

human ideas in regard to science so often 

contradict the teaching of God's word.”

Why Do We Have “Science Issues?”











• However, theory of everything still elusive (e.g., 

standard model does not account for gravity). 

Much more to learn.

• Theologically: how God works through His laws

• The extremes of pantheism and naturalism

Physics



• The extremes of pantheism and naturalism

Physics

“In dwelling upon the laws of matter and the laws of nature, many lose 

sight of, if they do not deny, the continual and direct agency of God. They 

convey the idea that nature acts independently of God, having in and of 

itself its own limits and its own powers wherewith to work. In their minds 

there is a marked distinction between the natural and the supernatural. 

The natural is ascribed to ordinary causes, unconnected with the power 

of God. Vital power is attributed to matter, and nature is made a deity. It is 

supposed that matter is placed in certain relations and left to act from 

fixed laws with which God Himself cannot interfere; that nature is 

endowed with certain properties and placed subject to laws, and is then 

left to itself to obey these laws and perform the work originally 

commanded.

This is false science; there is nothing in the word of God to sustain it. God 

does not annul His laws, but He is continually working through them, 

using them as His instruments. They are not self-working.”















• Ethics

‘Even Venter acknowledges that syn3.0’s genome, 

although new, was designed by trial and error, rather than 

being based on a fundamental understanding of how to 

build a functioning genome. But he expects fast 

improvements, and thinks that genome synthesis from 

scratch will become the preferred approach for 

manipulating life. “If you want to make a few changes, 

CRISPRs are a great tool,” he says. “But if you’re really 

making something new and you’re trying to design life, 

CRISPRs aren’t going to get you there.”’

Biology





• 1) Sequence of events (mapping/stratigraphy)

• 2) Tie them to underlying processes (e.g., plate 
tectonics)

• 3) Time (dating) and physics (rheology, 
metamorphism, cooling)

• So many areas, and so many experts needed!
(evaporites, mass-wasting processes, rheology 
and deformation, impacts, geochronology, 
cyclostratigraphy, geomorphology, etc…)

Geology











• “Divine inspiration asks many questions which the 
most profound scholar cannot answer. These 
questions were not asked that we might answer 
them, but to call our attention to the deep mysteries 
of God and to teach us that our wisdom is limited; 
that in the surroundings of our daily life there are 
many things beyond the comprehension of finite 
minds; that the judgment and purposes of God are 
past finding out. His wisdom is unsearchable.”

• “Both in divine revelation and in nature, God has 
given to men mysteries to command their faith. This 
must be so. We may be ever searching, ever 
inquiring, ever learning, and yet there is an infinity 
beyond.”

The Necessity


